About the Dutch language

The Dutch language belongs to the category of Germanic languages. It's natively spoken by about 24 million people worldwide. From countries like the Netherlands and Belgium, all the way to Aruba, Curaçao, Luxembourg, Sint Maarten, Suriname and South Africa. While in South Africa it's known by “Afrikaans” which is an officially recognized sister language of Dutch.

Like the Germanic language category would suggest, the most closely independent modern language to Dutch is German. These languages are very similar in the way of vocabulary, word order and slightly in grammar.

Another language influencing Dutch to a high extent is English. Which might be in favor of native English speakers anticipating to learn Dutch.

To prepare you a little for the written form of the language, Dutch almost never makes use of diacritics and also doesn't add or remove any vowels or consonants from the original Latin alphabet. Although mostly you'll only find the letters Q and X in borrowed words. 

There's just one typically Dutch digraph you'll get to use often, it's the IJ. This mostly replaces the letter Y.

The spoken form of Dutch however, could be of trouble to some native English speakers.

For example the letter “G”, which creates a sound of rough throat scraping. This is the same for the digraph “CH.”

Most of the language is phonetic, but still there are a lot of exceptions. Dutch is a language of exceptions after all.
