Common Dutch nouns and their articles.
As you may know, Dutch grammar makes use of the common gender and neuter gender.

The inconvenient side of this rule is that the gender decides whether the article de (common) or het (neuter) should be used and there is no clear sign which is which. All that will help you here is Dutch intuition. Of course this will get easier once you get more familiar with the language.

Fortunately for non-native Dutch speakers, approximately 2/3 of all nouns makes use of the common gender. So if you are completely unsure what to use, it's better to stick with de.

There is one way to avoid this rule altogether: diminutives. Turning kat into katje will make sure you'll only have to use the. But don't frequently use this if you'd like to avoid some weird looks.

For more information regarding this subject, please refer to the (yet to be completed) “Genders” document.

And for now, let's start with a few lists of commonly used Dutch words to help you get more familiar with the de/het rule. More to be added later.

Het huishouden / the household
De achtertuin = the backyard

De badkamer = the bathroom

De droogtrommel = the drying machine
De gang = the corridor (between front door, living door, etc.)

De garage = the garage

De hond = the dog

Het huisdier = the pet

De kat = the cat

De kelder = the basement

De overloop = the corridor (between bedrooms, bathroom, etc.)

De slaapkamer = the bedroom

De stofzuiger = the vacuum cleaner

Het toilet = the toilet

De voortuin = the front yard

De wasmachine = the washing machine

De wc = the toilet

De woonkamer = the living room

De zolder = the attic

De keuken / the kitchen
De blender = the blender

De broodrooster = the toaster

Het eten = the food

Het gasstel = the stove

De groentes = the vegetables

De kaasschaaf = the cheese slicer

De kaasrasp = the cheese grater

De ketel = the kettle

De koelkast = the fridge

De kok = the cook

De kruiden = the spices

Het kruidenrek = the spice rack
De magnetron = the microwave

De maaltijd = the meal

De oven = the oven

De pan  = the pan

De spatel = the spatula

De tosti = the sandwich

Het tosti-apparaat = the sandwich maker

De vaatwasser = the dishwasher

Het vlees = the meat

De voorraadkast = the pantry

De vriezer = the freezer
Het kantoor / the office
Het archief = the archive

Het beeldscherm = the computer screen

Het bureau = the desk

De bureaulamp = the desk lamp

De computer = the computer

De fax = the fax

De gum = the eraser

De handtekening = the signature

De kabels = the cables

Het kladblok = the scrapbook

De koptelefoon/hoofdtelefoon = the headphones

De microfoon = the microphone

De modem = the modem

De muis = the mouse

Het notitieblok = the notepad

De pen = the pen

Het papier = the paper

De papierversnipperaar = the paper shredder

Het potlood = the pencil

De printer = the printer

De projector = the projector

De router = the router
De schrijfmachine = the typewriter

De telefoon = the telephone

Het toetsenbord = the keyboard

